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▸ Undergrad degree in 
Engineering and Applied 
Math

▸ Information science 
masters degree

▸ 5 years at uOttawa 

Who am I? 
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Library services 

▸ Access to so many 
journals/databases!

▸ Physical library in RGN 
▹ Get books delivered here from 

any campus 

▸ Interlibrary requests for articles 
and books we don’t subscribe to 

▸ Individual research consultations



What is on the library website? 
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www.uottawa.ca/library



If you just need a couple of 
articles, a casual search is fine

But if you need more, being able 
to comprehensively search is a 
big addition to your skillset 
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Core article databases for NSC

Pubmed (NIH) – biomedical 

Scopus/Web of Science – multidisciplinary 

Medline – biomedical

Embase - biomedical & pharmaceutical, European focus

Access them by searching on library homepage, or Neurosci research 
guide 
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https://uottawa.libguides.com/cmm
https://uottawa.libguides.com/cmm


PubMed

▸ Index of 35 million 
peer-reviewed articles

▸ Literature from 
biomedicine, health, 
and more
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▸ Search online for free; login to uOttawa subscription
for access to full-text articles

• Uses subject headings/tags called ‘MeSH headings’ 

https://pubmed.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/?otool=icauottlib


Scopus

▸ Index of 75 million articles

▸ Articles from all fields

▸ Citation stats as well

▸ Subscription tool, login via the library 
website
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https://login.proxy.bib.uottawa.ca/login?url=https://www.scopus.com/search/form.uri?display=basic
https://login.proxy.bib.uottawa.ca/login?url=https://www.scopus.com/search/form.uri?display=basic


Database searching 

It’s a process! 

1. Define your research question

2. Identify key concepts & keywords

3. Build your search

4. Run your search

5. Evaluate results
14



Example topic

Neurological effects of prenatal 
exposure to pesticides

▸ Question is specific and clear  

▸ A search strategy worksheet can help you 
formulate your research question and 
identify your key concepts.
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https://uottawa.libguides.com/ld.php?content_id=36800380


Boolean search 

(pesticides)
AND

(neurological)
AND

prenatal
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Boolean search 

(pesticides or insecticides or 
organophosphates)

AND
(neurologic* or neurotoxi*)

AND
(prenatal or fetal or pregnancy or pregnant)
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Refining your initial search

▸ Add new 
concepts using
ANDs

▸ Use filters in the 
database
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Narrow Broaden

▸ Adding new 
synonyms using
ORs

▸ Using more general
terms (e.g. replace 
neurologic with
neuro*) 

This slide from Sarah Visintini



AI tools

▸ There are academic GPT-based tools like 
Elicit and Consensus now 

▸ Useful for surfacing papers using regular 
language query

▸ Not very comprehensive, summaries can be 
inaccurate

▸ Some features are premium 
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Elicit
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Finding full-text of articles 
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▸ When searching in a 
database, look for 
uOttawa links 

▸ In Google Scholar, you can 
add uOttawa links via 
Menu  ->   Settings -> 
Library Links



Finding full-text of articles 

If you hit a paywall looking for an article,

1. First, use our off-campus access tool or the VPN

2. If not, search for the article/item title in Omni 
library search and try all options there 

3. Try searching in Google Scholar and look for PDF 
option on the right side 

4. If this doesn’t work, you can email me for help. We 
have an inter-library loan service that is effective 
at borrowing many items 
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https://www2.uottawa.ca/library/services/connect-campus
https://www.uottawa.ca/library/
https://www.uottawa.ca/library/
https://ocul-uo.primo.exlibrisgroup.com/discovery/blankIll?vid=01OCUL_UO:UO_DEFAULT


Library 
research guide 
with links
https://uottawa.libgui
des.com/cmm
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https://uottawa.libguides.com/cmm
https://uottawa.libguides.com/cmm


What can I 
help with? 

.
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▸ Literature search queries
 
▸ Using citation managers 

▸ Scoping or systematic 
review methodology, tools

▸ Evan.sterling@uottawa.ca 
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